March 5, 2008

States should prevail upon Egypt to
help effect a prisoner exchange, stop
the rocket attacks on Israeli citizens,
and improve the humanitarian condi-
tions for citizens of Gaza.

It’s a fortunate coincidence that the
Secretary of State is in the region
right now, and I am supportive of her
taking an active role in resolving this
conflict. Beyond resolutions and ex-
pressions of sympathy, we need real ac-
tions from the Bush administration to
solidify and advance the commitments
of leaders in the Middle East to a last-
ing peace through the two-state solu-
tion envisioned well before Annapolis. I
ask my colleagues here in the House to
join me in urging the Secretary of
State to highlight the humanitarian
needs of ordinary citizens of Gaza
alongside the fear and death among or-
dinary Israelis as she seeks to mediate
the situation so tragic for all involved.

Finally, as a Member of Congress, I
am concerned about the resolution’s
references to Iran. Now, I agree that
Iran is playing a negative role in the
region, but we have seen what the Bush
administration has done with past con-
gressional resolutions. I want to repeat
that there is nothing in the resolution
that should be construed as a justifica-
tion for military action. I remain op-
posed to military action against Iran.
We need to start a bilateral dialogue.
That has been and will continue to be
my position. The most effective way to
stop Iran’s harmful activities is to en-
gage them directly.

Mr. Speaker, though I whole-
heartedly condemn the rocket attacks
on Israel, I urge my colleagues to con-
sider the suffering of all of the people,

including the people of Sderot,
Ashkelon, and Gaza.
———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

THE GROWING U.S. NATIONAL
DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last night I spoke on the floor
about my concern that allied countries
have only paid $2.5 billion of the $15.8
billion they pledged to help rebuild
Iraq. While many of Iraq’s oil-rich
neighbors are not making good on their
promises, the United States has al-
ready spent $29 billion to help rebuild
Iraq, and Congress has approved an ad-
ditional $16.5 billion.

Unlike the United States, which is
borrowing money from foreign govern-
ments to pay its bills, many of Iraq’s
neighbors are running record surpluses.
While oil is at a record high of nearly
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$104 a barrel, American taxpayers are
facing prices of more than $3 at the
pump. Last night on the floor, I heard
Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR talk
about the possibility of gas going to $4
a gallon. And Congressman ToDD
TIAHRT spoke about the Air Force’s re-
cent decision to award a multibillion
contract for a new tanker aircraft to a
foreign firm. He made the point that
our government is putting the United
States at an economic disadvantage by
awarding contracts for a French tanker
built by Europeans rather than an
American tanker built by an American
company with American workers.

Mr. Speaker, all of these issues tie
into my concern over America’s eco-
nomic future. Our national debt is
growing by $1.4 billion a day and nearly
$1 million by the minute. The total
current debt is more than $9 trillion,
which means almost $30,000 in debt for
each man, woman, child, and infant in
the United States. And as our debt
climbs, we are borrowing money from
foreign governments to pay our bills.

It is obvious that our current fiscal
policies are not sustainable. On Feb-
ruary 26, 2008, during a hearing of the
Financial Services Committee, I had
an opportunity to question a panel of
top economists about when our coun-
try’s current financial practices will
get beyond a point of no return. Dr.
Mark Zandi, chief economist for
Moody’s Economy.com, responded that
this point of no return will come ‘‘once
we get into the next President’s term.”
He continued to say that if we’re not
successful in addressing the economic
questions currently facing our Nation,
“we’ve got a significant problem.”’

I’ve read a lot of history books, and
most recently I read Pat Buchanan’s
book ‘“‘Day of Reckoning.” I agree with
his assessment that ‘‘no world power
has long survived the levels of debt and
dependency America is incurring.”

If America does not get its priorities
straight and get a handle on its spend-
ing, we will not be able to survive as a
great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, because it is urgent
that we turn our economic situation
around, I hope that the Congress and
the next President will take this issue
seriously. Out of fairness to the Amer-
ican taxpayers and future generations,
we can no longer delay the need to pay
down our debt and work towards sound-
er economic policies.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will ask
God to continue to bless our men and
women in uniform and ask God to
please bless their families and ask God
to please continue to bless America.

——————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, it is
March 5, 2008, in the land of the free and the
home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand—ijust today. That is more than the
number of innocent American lives that were
lost on September 11th, only it happens every
day.

It has now been exactly 12,826 days since
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed
down. Since then, the very foundation of this
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million children. And all of them had
at least four things in common.

They were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone. And each one
of them died a nameless and lonely death.
And each of their mothers, whether she real-
izes it immediately or not, will never be the
same.

All the gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost forever.

Mr. Speaker, those noble heroes lying in
frozen silence out in Arlington National Ceme-
tery did not die so America could shred her
own Constitution, as well as her own children,
by the millions. It seems that we are never
quite so eloquent as when we condemn the
genocidal crimes of past generations, those
who allowed their courts to strip the black man
and the Jew of their constitutional personhood,
and then proceeded to murderously desecrate
millions of these, God’s own children.

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy,
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our
own genocide mercilessly annihilates the most
helpless of all victims to date, those yet un-
born.

Perhaps it is important for those of us in this
Chamber to remind ourselves again of why we
are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: “No state
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.” Mr. Speaker,
protecting the lives of our innocent citizens
and their constitutional rights is why we are all
here. It is our sworn oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is
who we are.

And vyet another day has passed, Mr.
Speaker, and we in this body have failed
again to honor that foundational commitment.
We failed our sworn oath and our God-given
responsibility as we broke faith with nearly
4,000 more innocent American babies who
died today without the protection we should
have given them.
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Mr. Speaker, | believe that this discussion
presents this Congress and the American peo-
ple with two destiny questions.

The first that all of us must ask ourselves is
very simple: Does abortion really kill a baby?
If the answer is “yes,” there is a second des-
tinx question that inevitably follows.

nd it is this, Mr. Speaker: Will we allow
ourselves to be dragged by those who have
lost their way into a darkness where the light
of human compassion has gone out and the
predatory survival of the fittest prevails over
humanity? Or will America embrace her des-
tiny to lead the world to cherish and honor the
God-given miracle of each human life?

Mr.” Speaker, it has been said that every
baby comes with a message, that God has not
yet despaired of mankind. And | mourn that
those 4,000 messages sent to us today will
never be heard. Mr. Speaker, | also have not
yet despaired. Because tonight maybe some-
one new, maybe even someone in this Con-
gress, who hears this sunset memorial will fi-
nally realize that abortion really does kill little
babies, that it hurts mothers in ways that we
can never express, and that 12,826 days
spent legally killing nearly 50 million children
in America is enough, and that the America
that rejected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still
courageous and compassionate enough to
find a better way for mothers and their babies
than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the
day we find the humanity, the courage, and
the will to embrace together our human and
our constitutional duty to protect the least of
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters,
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation
called abortion on demand.

It is March 5, 2008—12,826 days since Roe
v. Wade—in the land of free and the home of
the brave.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANCES
BARHAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in honor of a life well lived. Last week
a great American and a good friend of
mine Mrs. Frances Barham of
Mayodan, North Carolina, passed away.

My friend Frances was a lifelong
North Carolinian, a woman dedicated
to her community, her State, and her
country. She was renowned for her un-
flagging attention to community issues
both large and small. Her example of
service is perhaps best exemplified by
her receiving the distinguished North
Carolina Long Leaf Pine Award, a high
honor bestowed on only the finest of
North Carolina citizens.

Over the course of her remarkable
life, Frances positively influenced
countless students in her three-decade-
long service in Rockingham County
schools. She was an active member of
her church for more than 70 years, and
was a fixture of community involve-
ment and service.

Everywhere Frances invested her
time, she made a difference, whether as
a Girl Scout leader, as a member of the
Mayodan Historical Society, or as a
board member of the John Motley
Morehead School of the Blind. In 1990,
her long record of service was recog-
nized by the people of Mayodan when
she was named the town’s Citizen of
the Year.

She was also actively involved in the
political process, because she Kknew
that freedom meant exercising her po-
litical rights as an American. A reflec-
tion of her involvement and commit-
ment to the realm of public service is
that she was the first woman to chair
the Board of Elections of Rockingham
County.
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While I was not able to attend her fu-
neral on Monday, I know that her life
was celebrated by many, and her pass-
ing leaves a hole in many, many peo-
ple’s lives. To all she left behind, I ex-
tend my sincere condolences. She was a
great woman, and we will miss her
ready smile and sharp wit.

REVISIONS TO BUDGET ALLOCA-
TIONS AND AGGREGATES FOR
HOUSE COMMITTEES FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2008 AND THE PERIOD OF
2008 THROUGH 2012

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, under sec-
tion 314(d) of S. Con. Res. 21, the Concurrent
Resolution on the Budget for fiscal year 2008,
| hereby submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a revision to the budget allo-
cations and aggregates for certain House
committees for fiscal year 2008 and the period
of 2008 through 2012. This revision represents
an adjustment to certain House committee
budget allocation and aggregates for the pur-
poses of sections 302 and 311 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, as amended,
and in response to consideration of H.R. 1424
(Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction
Equity Act). Corresponding tables are at-
tached.

Under section 211 of S. Con. Res. 21, this
adjustment to the budget allocations and ag-
gregates applies while the measure is under
consideration. The adjustments will take effect
upon enactment of the measure. For purposes
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as
amended, a revised allocation made under
section 211 of S. Con. Res. 21 is to be con-
sidered as an allocation included in the resolu-
tion.

DIRECT SPENDING LEGISLATION—AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE 302(a) ALLOCATIONS FOR RESOLUTION CHANGES

[Fiscal years, in millions of dollars]

House Committee

2007

2008 20082012 total

BA

Outlays

BA Outlays BA Outlays

Current allocation:
Energy and C

Ways and Means

Change in Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act (H.R. 1424):
Energy and C

Ways and Means

Total

1,571
2,830

1,567
4,029

2,285
—1814

2,272
—1.814

—840
—360

—840

0 0 —360

Revised allocation:

Energy and C

Ways and Means

1
0
0 0 0
0
0 0 0

1,671
0 2,830

—1,200

1,445
—2,174

—1,200

1,432
—2,174

1,567
4,029

BUDGET AGGREGATES

[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars]

Fiscal year 2007 Fiscal year 2008! Fiscal Years 2008-2012

Current Aggregates: 2
Budget Authority

Outlays
R

Change in Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act (H.R. 1424):
Budget Authority

Outlays

Revised Aggregates:
Budget Authority

Outlays

2,250,680 2,354,721 Ql
2,263,759 2,358,831 ®)
11,141,734

1,900,340 2,016,859

0 0 Ql
0 0 G
0 0 —675
2,354,721 9l
2,358,831 ®)
2,016,859 11,141,059

2,250,680
2,263,759
1,900,340

1 Current aggregates do not include spending covered by section 207(d)(1)(E) (overseas deployments and related activities). The section has not been triggered to date in Appropriations action.
2Excludes emergency amounts exempt from enforcement in the budget resolution.
3Not applicable because annual appropriations Acts for fiscal years 2009 through 2012 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress.
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